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NEW 
ROMANTICS

SET THE MOOD AND ENJOY A MEMORABLE STAY
IN OUR CHOICE OF SELECT ROMANTIC HOTELS ACROSS THE UK

Whether it’s for a spontaneous weekend break or a special anniversary 
to the bright lights of London, there are any number of hotels that 
are perfect for romantic UK breaks. Most luxury hotels these days 

come fully loaded with all sorts of romantic surprises, but for those looking for new 
experiences, we’ve put together a list of our favourite ‘new romantics’. Whichever of 
these love-struck venues appeal to you or your special someone, we reckon Britain is 
always the perfect place for a love struck weekend away.

Written by Martin Mason
   John W. Stammers

Photos: Julie Paice 
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FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT: 
www.hardrockhotels.com

FOR MORE INFORMATION: 
www.caryarms.co.uk

01803 327 110

Sitting in the sheltered and sunny spot of Babbacombe Bay is the multi-award-winning Cary Arms & Spa: a 
great seaside English inn with breathtakingly beautiful views. The “Inn on the Beach” combines the charm, 
fun and values of what makes a good English inn with the style and comfort of a boutique hotel.

THE CARY ARMS, 
TORQUAY

Situated within travelling distance of Brixham, Dartmouth, 
Salcombe and Exeter, to stay if you wish to explore South 
Devon. You also won’t have to leave your canine companion 
at home. On offer are some of the finest dog-friendly rooms 
in Devon. The sea-facing spa is a must during your stay, 
which includes a waterfall hydrotherapy pool, steam room, 
sauna, gym, three treatment rooms, and more. The sunbathing 
terrace has stunning views of the sea and is decorated with 
exclusive American Art illustrations from Peter de Savary’s 
private collection. Be sure to try  the new wild swimming 
experience which the hotel runs in partnership with SeaFari - 
one of Devon’s leading wild swimming experience providers. 
A natural immune booster, wild swimming is said to improve 
circulation and your metabolism, as well as boosting brain 
power. Trips take place from the end of the hotel’s pier and are 
worthy of anyone’s bucket list.

Rooms
Looking for a room just for two? The luxurious Beach Huts 
and Suites hug the water’s edge and offer gorgeous panoramic 
views. The location is incomparable, with its exquisite tropical 
coastal gardens and incredible red cliffs of the Jurassic coast. 
Each comprises a terrace, sitting room, wet bar, feature fire, 
bedroom and elegant bathroom. The huts also feature hand-
crafted furnishings and large wall-to-wall glass doors that fold 
back onto the sunbathing deck, drawing light even on dull 
days. 

Alternatively, there is a selection of cottages up to five 
bedrooms including the Foxes Walk where we stayed. Located 
a short walk from the inn, this outstanding three-storey 
cottage featured a comfortable sitting room with a functioning 
fireplace, huge dining table and ultra-modern, fully equipped 
kitchen. A wonderfully landscaped outdoor terrace also 
revealed an elevated hot tub where we enjoyed Sloe Gin under 
the stars. You’ll also find a flat-screen TV with Netflix, books, 
board games, fine linen, fluffy towels and a welcome treats of 
bread, butter, milk, snacks, tea and pods for your Nespresso 
machine.

Food
On the menu is a selection of seasonal dishes creatively 
cooked from fresh, local ingredients. Everything cooked is 
underpinned by a deep-rooted respect for the surrounding land 
and waters. You can expect Lyme Bay lobster, Devon beef and 
line-caught seafood. It’s a place where even a pint of prawns 
is done with panache, so whether you’re looking for a hearty 
breakfast, a long lunch or a simple supper, you can expect to 
find something whatever your palette. • “ ”

Our verdict
An English inn with the comforts of a boutique hotel, the 
unmatched idyllic views combined with quality grub and 
renowned spa treatments make The Cary Arms & Spa one 
of the finest places in all of South Devon.

New Romantics
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FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT: 
www.hardrockhotels.com

HOTELS: HIGHLIGHTS

FOR MORE INFORMATION: 
www.boveycastle.com

01647 445000

Nestled in the rolling valleys of Dartmoor National Park, standing within 275 acres of picturesque 
countryside, is the luxurious 5 Red Star Bovey Castle. Initially opened as a hotel and golf resort in 1930 by 
Great Western Railways, Bovey Castle hotel and spa is now a popular choice for stellar staycations thanks 

to its exceptional hospitality and idyllic grounds.

BOVEY CASTLE, 
DARTMOOR NATIONAL PARK

Golf is an obvious activity if that’s your fancy, but why not 
test your accuracy with archery or enjoy Dartmoor’s views 
from horseback. There’s also falconry displays, clay pigeon 
shooting, bike riding, and more. Or you could relax in the Elan 
Spa. A sanctuary away from modern life, the Elan Spa echoes 
the tranquil and therapeutic flow of the River Bovey with its 
bespoke spa experiences and treatments.

Rooms
Featuring 60 individually designed bedrooms within the hotel 
and 22 private country lodges, there’s lots of outstanding 
accommodation on offer. The hotel is comprised of the original 
manor house and private mews building across the courtyard, 
where the rooms radiate warmth and elegance. The country 
lodges combine the luxury of the hotel with the freedom to 
holiday your way. We stayed in the wonderful Easdon Suite 
with its grand stone balcony affording stunning views across 
the estate and national park. This luxuriously large suite 
included a lounge area with sofa, sumptuous fabrics throughout 
and imposing dining table. Another highlight was the huge 
modern bathroom with its fabulous double shower.

Food
Bovey Castle has multiple dining options including the Tasting 
Room, an immersive experience creatively showcasing the 
best seasonal and local produce. The Great Western Grill’s Art 
Deco style echoes a bygone era and offers a seasonal menu that 
uses locally sourced fresh ingredients to prepare sensational 
dishes. We chose Smith’s Brasserie which is the more casual 
of the options, boasting cosy seating and an outdoor terrace 
overlooking the River Bovey. You’ll find a great selection of 
flavours on the menu and everything we had was excellent.  
But if you’re too busy enjoying the comforts of your private 
lodge, you can order a freshly cooked, home-style meal 
delivered to your door without leaving the sofa.•

“ ”
Our verdict
This grand country house caters for your every whim and 
deserves its first-class reputation. With dramatic views, 
gorgeous period features and excellent service, Bovey Castle 
is undoubtedly one of the most impressive treats you’ll find 
in Devon.

New Romantics
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FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT: 
www.hardrockhotels.com

FOR MORE INFORMATION: 
www.wottonhouse.co.uk

01306 730 000

Home to the first Italian garden in England and steeped in a rich history of extraordinary stories is Wotton 
House: a gorgeous hotel with the River Tillingbourne peacefully flowing through the estate. During your 
stay at Wotton House, you’ll find yourself enchanted by the tales of its past.

WOTTON HOUSE, 
SURREY

Once home to John Evelyn, botanist and arboriculture expert, 
he had a passion for the role of plants in our diet. The Evelyn 
family has retained this legacy with its stunning 13 acres of 
gardens you absolutely must wander around. Be sure to take 
advantage of the full range of facilities at their leisure club, 
too, including an indoor heated swimming pool, hot tub, steam 
room, fully equipped gym and tennis court. There are also yoga 
and Pilates classes available for those who love to have fun 
whilst keeping fit. If you were to venture out, it’s a convenient 
spot for serene countryside drives. Dorking’s antique shops 
and quaint cafes are also within travelling distance. And then 
there’s Shere Village, a notable location featured in several 
Hollywood movies, including Bridget Jones’s Diary.

Rooms
Each room is individually designed with stunning art and 
textiles that reflect Wotton House’s love of botanicals and 
wildlife. The suites within the historic mansion house offer 
stellar views of the gardens and feature lavish furnishings, 
including chesterfield sofas, relaxing armchairs, vintage 
phones, elegant writing desks, and more. Bathrooms contain 
roll top baths, deluge showers and double vanity sinks. The 
Executive and Deluxe Bedrooms have an added layer of 
luxury, its walls adorned with specially commissioned artwork 
inspired by the local history. In addition to the comforts of the 
suites, you’ll also be provided with fluffy robes and slippers 
along with other custom details.

Food
Whether you’re looking for an intimate evening sat beneath 
the olive tree or prefer sharing a contemporary bistro table 
with family and friends, the 1877 Restaurant is the place to go 
for an idyllic dining experience. Ingredients for their creative 
menus are sourced from local producers to create a delectable 
range of British cuisine. If you’re partial to a spot of tea and 
cake and a mini-meringue, then their Afternoon Tea menu is 
also worth checking out. Alternatively, the hotel now offers 
Garden Picnics you can enjoy in their gorgeous Grade II listed 
gardens, the perfect way to enjoy the picturesque surroundings 
at the heart of Surrey Hills.•

“ ”
Our verdict
Truly a home away from home, the incomparable garden 
surroundings and eccentric history make Wotton House a 
unique and peaceful place to stay.

New Romantics
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FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT: 
www.hardrockhotels.com

FOR MORE INFORMATION: 
www.beachcroft-hotel.co.uk

01243 827142

Located on a seven-mile stretch of beach, with uninterrupted views of the sea, The Beachcroft Hotel provides 
the perfect blend of a traditional British seaside holiday, complemented with a sense of true luxury and a 
touch of romance.

THE BEACHCROFT HOTEL
WEST SUSSEX

Officially in the village of Felpham, you are just a few 
minutes’ stroll from Bognor Regis and the train station is a 
short 20-minute walk away. We stayed in one of the Beach Hut 
Suites which are a luxurious addition to the more traditional 
Hotel. These four suites blend the simplicity of a British 
seaside holiday beach hut with the luxuries of modern living 
and guests have full use of the hotel’s facilities including a 
bar, restaurant and pool. During our weekend stay, we were 
delighted to see that the resort supports and encourages an eco-
friendly environment with items made from recycled materials 
to reduce plastic waste.

Rooms
Beautifully styled and equipped with all mod cons, there’s 
a fun seaside vibe to the Beach Hut apartments with 1950s 
style artwork, bright contemporary furniture and portal-style 
windows. These suites have their own entrance and the sea 
views are simply stunning, even on a wet weekend in October. 
Other features include a Netflix-enabled smart TV, Nespresso 
coffee machine, trendy Smeg kettle and fridge, and a large and 
super comfy bed. Designed to comfortably accommodate up 
to a family of four, the hotels’ dog-friendly policy means that 
even your four-legged furry friends can come along and enjoy 
that fabulous beach. The complementary sloe gin was also a 
welcome treat after returning from a brisk coastal walk.

Food
We dined at the popular Tamarisk restaurant located in the 
main Hotel and the a la carte menu was surprisingly varied. 
Everything we had was excellent and the friendly service was 
a real delight. Breakfast is also taken in the main hotel and 
there’s a plentiful selection of cold and cooked items. One of 
the best features of our stay was the hamper service which 
delivered a continental breakfast straight to our door in a 
beautiful wicker basket. The service felt like a proper holiday 
treat as we sat on our patio, enjoyed a glass of prosecco and 
watched the tide kiss the beach.•

“ ”
Our verdict
Whether you’re looking for a romantic break to relax and 
soak up the fresh air, or a fun-packed family break the 
Beachcroft Beach Huts are a unique option for your next 
staycation. They offer all the quirky fun of the seaside with 
a touch of luxury and quality.
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