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Have you always dreamt of becoming a writer and penning your 
magnum opus but can’t get the creative juices flowing? Perhaps what 
you need is a change of scenery and an inspirational location. John 

Stammers dusted off his neglected notebooks and donned his grey linen suit to 
compile a list of ten places from across the globe that will refuel your imagination 
and give you the motivation to put pen to paper (or fingers to keyboard!).

10 INSPIRING DESTINATIONS TO 
WRITE YOUR MASTERPIECE

Writing
Retreats
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VESUVIO CAFÉ
SAN FRANCISCO, UNITED STATES

First established in 1948, this world-renowned 
saloon has since become a historical monument 
to jazz, poetry, art and the best of the Beat 

Generation. Located in North Beach at 255 Columbus 
Avenue, it was once frequented by famous Beat poets 
like Jack Kerouac and Allen Ginsberg. The Vesuvio 
Café now regularly welcomes those who have followed 
the Beat trail over the years. This makes the two-
storey bar and café an enviable writing spot. Its rich 
diversity of clientele will also make for great people 
watching and give you a colourful cast of characters to 
write about. When you need a break, just head across 
the neighbouring Jack Kerouac Alley to the equally 
renowned City Lights Bookstore. More than just a 
bookshop, City Lights is the independent press that 
published Allen Ginsberg’s influential collection Howl 
and Other Poems. If somehow you can’t write an 
interesting story whilst you’re there, you’ll at least be 
able to walk away with a tale to tell your friends.
www.vesuvio.com

Here’s an idea, why not go writing in the woods? 
According to A.A. Milne’s son, the real 
Christopher Robin, the Hundred Acre Wood 

from Winnie the Pooh was directly inspired by the 
picturesque Ashdown Forest. Along the trail, you’ll even 
find Poohsticks Bridge, named after the game Milne and 
his son played that was later included in Milne’s stories. 
Picnics are permitted and you can sit on a bench outside 
the Forest Centre. So why not take your notebook (or 
fully-charged laptop) and immerse yourself in the same 
woodland that inspired tales featuring beloved characters 
like Pooh, Piglet, Tigger and Eeyore? If you need a 
comfortable place to stay, there’s the Ashdown Park 
Hotel and Country Club. Surrounded by the stunning 
forest, the hotel promises the heights of luxury in the 
heart of East Sussex. It sounds like the perfect place to 
recharge your creative batteries. 
www.ashdownforest.org

ASHDOWN FOREST 
EAST SUSSEX, ENGLAND
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The La Closerie Des Lilas has been a 
popular writing spots for decades.

LA CLOSERIE DES LILAS 
PARIS, FRANCE

Situated within Montparnasse, the artistic 
hub of Paris, this was another home away 
from home for Ernest Hemingway. It was 

at La Closerie de Lilas that Hemingway first 
read his friend F. Scott Fitzgerald’s manuscript 
of The Great Gatsby. The idyllic café had a 
reputation for welcoming and nurturing many 
starving artists, becoming a famous spot for 
many wordsmiths to sit and write for hours 
whilst spending little. It attracted great writers 
like Gertrude Stein, Ezra Pound, Oscar Wilde, 
Charles Baudelaire, among many others. The 
café was also where James Joyce decided to 
celebrate Ulysses, a controversial novel at the 
time, being published by a major publisher. 
Why not see how little you can spend whilst you 
work on your masterpiece-in-progress. 
www.closeriedeslilas.fr

Literally translating to “Literary Café” 
this is the place to go when visiting St. 
Petersburg, the cultural capital of Russia. 

The Literaturnoe Kafe was a favourite spot for 
many Russian journalists and writers, including 
Fyodor Dostoevsky — author of Russian classics 
like Crime and Punishment and The Brothers 
Karamazov. However, its most famous patron 
was Alexander Pushkin, perhaps one of the most 
famous and influential Russian writers of all time. 
It’s even rumoured that this was the place where 
he ate his last meal before dying in a duel in 1837. 
The café commemorates Pushkin with a wax figure 
sitting at a table by the window upstairs. Grab a 
drink or a meal and rekindle your creative passion 
by sitting where some of the most notable figures in 
Russia’s literary history once frequented. 
www.litcafe.su

LITERATURNOE KAFE
ST. PETERSBURG, RUSSIA
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ANTICO CAFFÈ GRECO
ROME, ITALY

Over 250 years old, this cosy café 
has been popular with many writers 
over its long history. Many notable 

patrons include playwright Henrik Ibsen, 
poets John Keats and Lord Byron, and 
author Hans Christian Andersen, among 
many other famous wordsmiths and artists. 
The Antico Caffè Greco has played host to 
so many literary geniuses over the centuries 
that it has become an iconic creative hotspot 
that remains a haven for writers and artists 
to this day. When in Rome, grab a coffee 
where some of literature’s greatest minds 
once sat. Perhaps some greatness will find 
its way into your book. 
www.anticocaffegreco.eu

In the 1930s, many writers stayed and wrote in the 
Ambos Mundos Hotel, but none more famous 
than American novelist and Nobel laureate Ernest 

Hemingway. From 1932 to 1939, the historic hotel was 
a regular residence of the author, a place he thought 
was perfect for writing. Many of his works were started 
here, including For Whom the Bell Tolls — one of his 
most celebrated novels about the Spanish Civil War. 
Room 511, Hemingway’s “first home” in Cuba, has been 
preserved as a small museum that holds several of the 
writer’s belongings and is curated to appear as he would 
have left it. Start your day with a tour and let the spirit of 
Hemingway imbue you with creativity. To relax after a 
long day of writing, head to the Plaza de Armas restaurant 
where you can eat the same dishes favoured by the 
novelist. Alternatively, head up to the Roof Garden and 
enjoy an exquisite barbeque whilst you take in the same 
stunning views that inspired Hemingway. 
www.hotelambosmundoshabana.com

AMBOS MUNDOS HOTEL
HAVANA, CUBA
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DYLAN THOMAS BOATHOUSE AND CAFÉ
LAUGHARNE, WALES

Dylan Thomas grew up in Wales and lived in 
a boathouse in the serene seaside village of 
Laugharne, which you can go and visit. Or at 

least, you will eventually be allowed to visit again. 
At the time of writing, the boathouse has not yet fully 
reopened for tours. However, the tearoom is open on 
Fridays, Saturdays, Sundays and Mondays. So you 
can still settle down with a nice cuppa and a scone 
whilst you take in the same remarkable views that 
Thomas saw from his window. It was these beautiful 
sights that inspired many of the Welsh poet’s writings, 
such as “Over Sir John’s Hill.” If you’re looking for 
accommodation, the Brown’s Hotel is an iconic literary 
address. It’s the social hub of Laugharne, but more 
importantly, it was Dylan Thomas’ favourite watering 
hole — he even used to leave the bar’s phone number 
as his own. 
www.dylanthomasboathouse.com

The Hotel Chelsea — more commonly referred 
to as The Chelsea Hotel — has been closed for 
renovations for some time. However, the word 

is it’ll reopen by the end of 2021. When it does, it’ll 
possess an elegant luxury to match its legacy as the 
favourite hotel for many of literature’s most notable 
names. Guests have included beloved poet and activist 
Maya Angelou, the aforementioned Welsh poet Dylan 
Thomas, great American playwrights like Tennessee 
Williams and Arthur Miller, the Beat poets Jack Kerouac 
and Allen Ginsberg, and so many more. Arthur C. Clarke 
called the Chelsea his “spiritual home” whilst Patti 
Smith described it as “an energetic, desperate haven for 
scores of gifted hustling children from every rung of the 
ladder.” With such a rich literary legacy it’ll undoubtedly 
be a hotspot for the best creative minds. Perhaps this is 
the place to realise your literary ambitions.

THE CHELSEA HOTEL 
NEW YORK CITY, UNITED STATES
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THE ELEPHANT HOUSE
EDINBURGH, SCOTLAND

A list of the best writing spots would be 
incomplete without the place J.K. Rowling 
spent many hours penning the magical wonders 

of the bestselling Harry Potter series. The Scottish 
author once sat in the back room at a table overlooking 
Edinburgh Castle. It sounds like the perfect setting to 
discover your own magic and maybe start your own 
fantasy series. The Elephant House has certainly been 
a popular spot for other bestselling authors, such as Ian 
Rankin and Alexander McCall-Smith. Although closed 
at the time of writing due to fire and water damage, 
all news suggests the café will reopen in 2022. You’ll 
soon be able to take full advantage of their large 
selection of teas, coffees, wines, beers and affordable 
array of cakes. Serving breakfast, lunch and dinner, 
The Elephant House will have everything you need 
to stay well-nourished for a full day of uninterrupted 
writing. 
www.elephanthouse.biz

PERA PALACE HOTEL
ISTANBUL, TURKEY

The Pera Palace Hotel has attracted many famous 
writers to Turkey’s capital city. Its most notable 
guest, however, was none other than the creator 

of Miss Marple and Hercule Poirot, the novelist 
Agatha Christie. Some believe it was the Pera Palace 
Hotel where she spent her 11 lost days, a mystery that 
remains unsolved. It’s also rumoured she wrote the 
bestseller Murder on the Orient Express in Room 411 — 
a room she often stayed in as a frequent visitor between 
1926 and 1932. The room has since been renamed the 
Agatha Christie Room and is furnished in the style of the 
period when the author visited. It also includes a replica 
of the typewriter Christie used and houses shelves of her 
books, published in multiple languages. Perhaps you’ll 
be inspired to pen your own bestselling mystery, whether 
you book into Christie’s luxurious room or another 
within the hotel. 
www.perapalace.com
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